ON   FEELING   INFERIOR
sidered to have reached an ideal estate. It is not so. He is not
content. He is still severely troubled about himself and those
with whom his pleasant lot is now cast. The reason of his
discontent is plain. Having stepped outside the life he has
always known, he is of no world at all. He is at a disadvantage.
He is at home nowhere. When he meets those who have been
accustomed all their lives to the comfort which he can now
for the first time buy, he recognizes that his experience is
different from theirs. He may despise the men he now meets,
and find them by his standards of endurance soft and degener-
ate; but he envies them their social ease. He realizes that their
authority comes from the deference to which they have all
their life been used; he knows that his own special branch of
work is outside the capacity of most of them; but he is dis-
satisfied. Because it is not in work that there is any true class
feeling. Work is for the most part outside class. It is in play
and pleasure that class offers greater scope for distinctions.
And it is in pleasure that the man who has 'arrived* meets
with his stabbing pain of inferiority. He has never learned to
do the things, to play the games and talk the talk, which come
naturally to these men and women whom he now meets.
Grimly, he may say to himself, 'Let them try and do my
work'; but in his heart he knows that he feels inferior to
those he despises.
He is inferior, in social polish. To him, the performance of
certain acts of courtesy or feats of dexterity is a difficult
matter. To these others, it is a matter of course. But to them
the acts,are, through custom, so negligible, that the fortunate
brethren have no feeling of superiority comparable to our
friend's feeling of inferiority. They are more or less ready to
accept him for what he is, a man of outstanding skill and
character, and to waive any claim to better breeding. It is in
fact a part of their breeding, this easy affability. If they betray
class feeling, it is less through complacency (although that
is an obvious explanation of it) than through some individual
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